
Creating a Navigation Menu in Dreamweaver 
 

 
 

Step Instructions 
1. Create a layer for the 

menu 
a. Insert ► Layout Objects ► AP Div 
b. resize and position the new layer (you can resize/reposition anytime) 
c. rename the layer to menu in the CSS pane under the AP Elements tab 

 

2. Add an unordered list  click Unordered List button  in Properties pane  

3. Type in menu items  type in the name for each item, typing Enter between each  

 
4. Make menu items into 

links 
a. highlight first item (usually the current page) 

b. click Hyperlink button  on toolbar 
c. in Link field, type in address for the item 
d. click OK 
e. repeat above with the remaining items 
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5. Get rid of bullets a. on the CSS Styles tab, click New CSS Rule button  

 
b. in Selector field, type in #menu ul 

 
c. click OK 
d. under Category List, for Type choose none 

 
e. click OK 

 2



 
6. Set menu background 

color 
a. on the CSS Styles tab, double click on the style #menu   
b. under Category Background, for Background color choose the color you 

want 
c. click OK 

7. Set menu items color a. on the CSS Styles tab, click New CSS Rule button 
b. in Selector field, type in #menu a 
c. click OK 
d. under Category Type, for Color choose the color for the items 
e. click OK 

8. Set menu items font a. on the CSS Styles tab, double click on the style #menu a   
b. under Category Type, for Decoration choose none 
c. for Font, Size, Style, and Weight choose what you want (press Apply to 

see what the changes would look like) 
d. click OK 

9. Set mouse-over color a. on the CSS Styles tab, click New CSS Rule button 
b. in Selector field, type in #menu a:hover 
c. click OK 
d. under Category Type, for Color choose the color for the items when the 

user moves the mouse over the menu item (you won’t see this color until 
you test the page in a browser) 

e. click OK 

10. Set menu orientation a. on the CSS Styles tab, click New CSS Rule button 
b. in Selector field, type in #menu li 
c. decide which menu orientation you want: 

 Horizontal menu: 
 under Category Block, for Display choose inline 

 Vertical menu:  
 under Category Block, for Display choose list-item 

d. click OK 

11. Set horizontal spacing 
between items  

 (for horizontal menus) 

a. on the CSS Styles tab, double click on the style #menu li   
b. under Category Box, for Margin uncheck Same for all 
c. for Margin Right enter how many pixels you want between menu items 
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d. click OK 

 
 
 
 

12. Set vertical spacing 
between items 

 (for vertical menus) 

a. on the CSS Styles tab, double click on the style #menu li   
b. under Category Box, for Margin uncheck Same for all 
c. for Margin Bottom enter how many pixels you want between menu items 
d. click OK 

13. Set menu left margin a. on the CSS Styles tab, double click on the style #menu ul   
b. under Category Box, for Margin uncheck Same for all 
c. under Category Box, for Margin: Left choose how many pixels over you 

want the first menu item to appear 
d. click OK 

14. Set menu top margin a. on the CSS Styles tab, double click on the style #menu ul   
b. under Category Box, for Margin uncheck Same for all 
c. under Category Box, for Margin: Top choose how many pixels down you 

want the first menu item to appear 
d. click OK 
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